Superior mesenteric artery dissection as a complication of an endovascular attempt to treat aneurysms of the pancreaticoduodenal arteries.
A case of iatrogenic dissection of the superior mesenteric artery (SMA) in a 42-year old woman during an attempt of endovascular treatment of aneurysms of the pancreaticoduodenal arteries coexisting with a stenosis of the coeliac trunk is presented. The dissection occurred most probably during insertion of an introducer sheath into the SMA. The patient at that moment reported a short-lasting abdominal pain and after that remained asymptomatic. Due to technical difficulties, the attempt of endovascular management of pancreaticoduodenal aneurysms was abandoned. The completion angiography revealed the occlusion of the SMA. The patient underwent an emergency laparotomy; pancreaticoduodenal aneurysms were excised and SMA dissection was repaired with endarterectomy and a patch closure. Postoperative recovery was uneventful and the patient remained asymptomatic during a 30-month follow-up. The case underscores the importance of completion angiography after endovascular interventions in the SMA since the early period of its occlusion may be asymptomatic.